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Key messages 

- The scientific community has so far remained fairly silent about the Agenda 2030 / Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). SDSN.CH will try to take this issue up. 

- Switzerland has to take on responsibility because we can afford it (financially), we produce a 
significant ecological footprint, we are a global hub and have a strong scientific community. 

- Transformation knowledge means coming up with solutions, and not just analysing the the 
same problem over and again. Science needs to serve society. 

- Science can help making complex issues comprehensible, allowing for informed decisions and 
actions, and also demonstrating the consequences of not taking action. 

- We have to start moving – and adjust on the way (incremental learning). 

Outputs from interactive group work 

The following are some of the main elements that emerged from the group discussions: 

- Many ranked governance systems, finance systems and sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP) as the focus areas where SDSN.CH could add most value, also because they 
are linked with many other issues, incl. mobility, energy, health (NCDs), data, inequalities, etc. 

- Evidence is often not taken up in decision-making because of individual convictions and 
perceptions; sustainability could be addressed on a more individual level (personal nudging, 
addressing inner resilience). 

- SDSN.CH could be a clearinghouse for existing knowledge (e.g. through a wiki-website). 

- Key levers to make sustainability attractive to a wider public in Switzerland could include: make 
it a business case / opportunity; work in secondary education; share success stories & do 
“storytelling”; work through ambassadors & influencers. 

- Missing actors and sectors of society include – amongst others – subnational entities, social 
science, philosophy, ethics, humanities & arts, construction & architecture, migrants & diaspora 
/ expats, spiritual & religious leaders, retailers, think tanks, scientist parliamentarians and the 
media. (The names of organizations that have been singled out are noted by co-hosts). 

Next steps / rough agenda for 2017 

- Establish service infrastructure, incl. secretariat & website (www.sdsn.ch) 

- Clarify membership in SDSN.CH (rights & duties) and define windows for engagement (e.g. in 
solutions initiatives, policy work, events, etc.) 

- Input to the SDGs GAP-Analysis by the Swiss government (June-August 2017) and draft HLPF 
report (November-December 2017) 

- Inaugural Assembly. incl. formal constitution of SDSN.CH and its bodies, and a program of work 
2018+ (Thursday, 2 November 2017, please save-the-date) 

- Official high-level launch event & 1st Swiss Sustainable Solutions Conference (Thursday, 15th 
February 2018, please save-the-date) 

Thank you! 

We would like to thank you for your active participation and engagement. We are excited to continue 
working together with you – drawing from your wealth of knowledge and expertise to make SDSN.CH 
a multi-stakeholder, intergenerational and interdisciplinary network for achieving the SDGs. 

http://www.sdsn.ch/

